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Office of the State Auditor 
Steven J. Barnett, State Auditor 

Jason Lutz, Deputy State Auditor 
500 East Capitol Avenue, Pierre, SD 57501-5070 

Telephone: (605) 773-3341 ● Fax: (605) 773-5929 
www.sdauditor.gov 

December 28, 2015 

Honorable Dennis Daugaard 
Governor of South Dakota 
State Capitol 
500 East Capitol Avenue 
Pierre, South Dakota 57501 

Dear Governor Daugaard: 

In conformity with the Statutes of the State of South Dakota Codified Law, I herewith 
respectfully submit the following report of the Office of the State Auditor of South Dakota for 
Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2015. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Steven J. Barnett 
South Dakota State Auditor 



About the Office
The State Auditor is a separately elected and constitutionally independent office holder who deals 
with all of state government.  This includes each agency, office, division, department and every 
individual employee, either through the payment of reimbursable expenses or the payroll process.  

The independence of the office is guaranteed by the constitution and is subsequently answerable to 
the South Dakota electorate.  

The State Auditor serves as the taxpayers' watchdog. It is the State Auditor who scrutinizes the 
manner in which state tax dollars are being spent.  Simply stated, the Office of the State Auditor is 
constitutionally the office of "checks and balances" of state government.  

MISSION: To pre-audit all claims against the state, issue warrants, administer state employee
payroll, record and monitor all fund balances and all fund transfers; to reconcile fund balances and 
submit numerous reports to agencies on the state's financial condition as set forth by the rules of the 
State Auditor, the State Board of Finance, and of other state agencies; to deposit with the Internal 
Revenue Service, the social security and federal income taxes withheld from employees of the state 
of South Dakota and the state universities in a proper and timely manner; to audit and correct all 
wage data and social security records of the employees of the state of South Dakota, state 
universities, and 740 governmental subdivisions, including counties, cities, school districts, 
townships and water districts; and, to serve as a repository for W-2s for state employees. 

About Steve
Steve and his wife Nicole hail from Aberdeen. He is a graduate of Roncalli High 
School and received his undergraduate degree from the University of South 
Dakota. He later earned his Master's degree in Business Administration from the 
University of Sioux Falls. Steve has held positions with the South Dakota 
Republican Party and Wells Fargo. He also served as a Constituent Services 
Representative in U.S. Senator John Thune's Aberdeen district office from 2005-
2010. 

In his first attempt seeking public office, the citizens of South Dakota elected Steve to the office of 
State Auditor on November 2, 2010. In November 2014, he was re-elected to his second term. He is 
the 27th State Auditor to serve the State of South Dakota.  

Steve is the grandson of the late Joe Barnett, Sr. who served as Speaker of the House and 
Republican Majority Leader in the South Dakota House of Representatives during his 19 years in 
public office.  

Steve and Nicole have three children; Emma, Henry, and William. They are expecting their fourth 
child in January 2016.  In his free time, Steve enjoys spending time with his family, pheasant 
hunting, playing tennis and waterskiing. 
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ROSTER OF STATE AUDITORS

Steven J. Barnett Aberdeen, SD 2011-Present 
Richard L. Sattgast Spearfish, SD 2003-2010 
Vernon L. Larson Vivian, SD 1979-2002 
Alice Kundert Mound City, SD 1969-1978 
Lloyd Jorgenson Hayti, SD 1067-1968 
Al Hamre Willow Lake, SD 1963-1966 
Betty Lou Casey Gettysburg, SD 1961-1962 
Harriet Horning Watertown, SD 1959-1960 
Oscar Brosz Tripp, SD 1958-1959 
F.A. Allbee Aberdeen, SD 1956-1958 
Lawrence E. Mayes Winner, SD 1952-1956 
James O. Gilkerson Armour, SD 1950-1951 
Steve E. Anderson Dell Rapids, SD 1945-1950 
W.W. Warner Onida, SD 1939-1944 
Raymond A. Kelly Aberdeen, SD 1937-1938 
George O’Neill Letcher, SD 1933-1936 
William M. Dunn Yankton, SD 1929-1932 
E.A. Jones Canton, SD 1923-1928 
Jay Reeves Groton, SD 1919-1922 
J.E. Handlin Sturgis, SD 1915-1918 
H.B. Anderson Mitchell, SD 1911-1914 
John Hirning Herreid, SD 1907-1910 
J.F. Halladay Iroquois, SD 1903-1906 
J.D. Greeves Groton, SD 1899-1902 
J.E. Mayhew Letcher, SD 1897-1898 
J.E. Hipple Parkston, SD 1893-1896 
L.C. Taylor Alexandria, SD 1889-1892 



 
OFFICE OF THE STATE AUDITOR PERSONNEL 

 
 

Steven J. Barnett               State Auditor 

Jason Lutz            Deputy State Auditor 

Dennis Keith         Audit Supervisor 

Peggy Fredricks              Claims Auditor 

Jenna Latham              Claims Auditor  

Laura Lentsch              Claims Auditor 

Debbie Wallace              Claims Auditor 

Timica Schaetzle          Audit Clerk 

Robert Swanson            Accounting/Contracts Manager 

Marcia Hull               Assistant Accounting Supervisor  

Lisa Kirkpatrick             Accounting Assistant  

Penni Almond        Contract Claims Auditor 

Judy Flagstad         Payroll Manager 

Linda Totton           Payroll Assistant 

Megan Hansen           Payroll Assistant 

 
 

STATE SOCIAL SECURITY-IRS DIVISION 

 
Amanda Schmitgen             Administrator 
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AVAILABLE FUND DOCUMENTATION
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